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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953c 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wardle  Urban  District  Council* 


Gent  lemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Mortality  of  your  district  during  19530 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 


(i) 

(ii) 


( iii ) 


( iv) 
(v) 
( vi ) 


Area  in  Acres 
Population  1951  Census 
Regi strar -Genera 1 } s  Estimate 
of  resident  population  1950 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 
end  of  1953,  according  to 
the  rate  book 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
Industries  -  The  chief 
industries carri ed  out  in  the 
area  are:-  cotton  and  woollen 
manufacturing,  silk  weaving, 
wallpaper  printing,  dairy 
farming  and  light  engineering* 
Unemployment  -  There  was  no 
unemployment  worthy  of  mention 
during  the  year* 


3, 192 
4*893 

4,  633 


1,436 

£31,435 

£130*19c7d 


0 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  Male  Female 

t 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate  63  30  33 

Illegitimate  20  2 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate  21  1 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 

Under  1  year  of  age 

,  Legitimate  - 


1 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

* . ' '  .  " .  Crude  14  *  0 

Adjusted  9*3 

Still  Births : - 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births  Nil 

Total  Mo les  Females 

Deaths  "  57  31  26 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Crude  12 9 3 

Adjusted  9,5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  8 

Death  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Estimated 
Population 
Mid.  1953. 

Live 

Birth 

Ra  tet 

Crude 

Death 

Rate* 

Rate  of  Death 
under  1  year 
per  1,000 

Live  Births* 

Year  1952 

13  e  2 

10*9 

32 

Year  1953 

14*0 

•  12  0  3 

Nil 

Change 

•*5  0  c  8 

+  1,4 

-32 

2 


% 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES, 

*■. .  '■  *'■ 

Smallpox*  b  - 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  in  1953* 

Scarlet  Fever, 

;  The  one  case  reported  was  removed  and  treated  in 
hospitalc 

Diphtheria* 

Again  there  were  no  cases6 
Enteric  Fever,. 

No  cases. 

Whooping  Cough, 

Only  10  cases  were  notified* 

Measles 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  cases  of  measles 
^reported,  there  being  92  cases 

Puerperal  Pyrexia , 

No  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  during  the  year* 
Srys  ipelas* 

No  case  to  report* 

Tuberculosis * 

9  new  cases  were  notified,  8  from  Birch  Hill  and  1 
in  the.  Urban  District® 

Sonne  Dysentery* 

4  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  in  Birch  Hill 
Hospital® 

Anthrax*  , 

No  cases* 
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Generally c 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  nor  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  occurred*  There 
were  no  epidemics  during  the  year  which  need  particular 
ment ion* 


NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  in  1953  apart  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  110  as  compared  with  73  in  1959  and  a 
comparative  table  below: - 

1952.  1953 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
A cut e  Poliomyelitis 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 
Sonne  Dysentery 
Meningococcal  Infection 


1 

34 

24 


2 

10 


73 


92 

10 

I 


4 

o 


110 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  1953 2- 


ivia  1  e  s 


Females 


Syphilitic  Diseases 

Cancer  3 

•Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  4 

Heart  Diseases  16 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system  1 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  1 

Influenza  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  1 

Nephritis  or  Necrosis 

All  other  causes  4 


1 

5 

1 

2 

11 

1 

o 


1 

2 


31  26 


6 


I  am  chiefly  indebted  for  the  information  regarding 
un-not if iable  diseases,  to  the  returns  of  sickness  in 
schools  suoplied  to  me  by  the  Schools  Attendance  Officer* 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
efficient  assistance  given  to  me  by  Mr*  John  Lc  Seago  and 
Mrv  W.  Oldham* 


I  arm  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedient ly , 

DONALD  G.  MACGILL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


December,  19540 


REPORT  OF  THE. SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OP 
THE  WARDLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

For  the  year  1953  I  have  to  report  as  follows 

GENERAL  SURVEY. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal* 

No  complaints  about  the  quality  of  the  effluent  were 
received  during  the  year  although  wear  on  the  filter  arms 
did  not  allow  the  proper  dosage  on  the  filter  media*  The 
structure  of  the vitritus  tanks  did  not  worsen  during  the 
year* 

The  sewers  throughout  the  area  have  been  sufficient  at 
all  times  and  again  I  can  report  a  trouble-free  year  as  far 
as  the  two  syphons  in  Dyehouse  Lane  are  concerned*  The 
Ejector  caused  no  trouble*. 

The  sewers  were  treated  for  rats  twice  during  the  year 
and  post -baiting  showed  no  infestation,  - 

Infectious  Diseases,, 


One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  removed  to  hospital0 
House  Refuse* 


House  refuse  removed  on  37  occasions  during  the  year, 
and  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Ashbrook* 
Nightsoil  from  pails  is  also  collected  in  a  tank  and 
poured  into  sewer*  No  infestation  has  occurred  but  once 
during  the  year  a  small  fire  on  the  tip  was  extinguished* 

Slaught  erhousese 

Again  only  a  few  self-supply  pigs  were  killed  in  one 
of  the  two  licensed  slaughterhouses* 


8 


Shops 


Meat  shops  continue  to  maintain  a  good  standard  and 
on  the  whole  the  small  house  and  shop  traders  have  kept 
abreast  with  the  times  and  introduced  refrigerators  in 
greater  numbersc  Bakehouses  are  attached  to  three  shops, 
and  have  maintained  a  good  standards 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply, 

Only  3/o  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have  to  reply  on 
wells  or  springs  for.  their  water  suoplyc  The  remaining 
97^  have  a  oiped  supply  -which  is  sufficient  and  suitable  for 
all  domestic  1  purposes 0  The  problem  of  the  trouble  caused 
by  pressure  and  deposits,  mentioned  for  two  years,  Is  still 
with  US,  '  .  "  ■'  -•  -  •  . . 

Drainage  and'  Sewerage 

There  has  been  no  extensions  during  the  year  and  the 
properties  still  unsewered  are  either  outlying  or  low  lying 
and  are  unconnected  for  economical  or  engineering  reasons. 

At  the  works  the  sewage  is  treated  by  precipitation 
tanks,  continuous  filter  and  humus  treatment  *  Storm 
overflow  treatment  during  wet  periods  is  available0 

Rivers  and  Streams Q 

The  River  Roch  continues  to  be  polluted  and  the 
attention  of  the  Rivers  Board  has  been  drawn  to  its 
condition  as  it  enters  the  Wardle  U.D.C.  boundary 0 

Closet  Accommodat ion,, 


The  contribution  payable  by  the  Council  as  an 
inducement  to  owners  to  convert  obsolete  closets  to  fresh 
water  flush  type  is  £8  for  each  pail  closet  and  £4  for  each 
waste  water  closetc 

Smoke  Abatement,, 

30  observations  were  taken  during  the  year  9  of  which 
exceeded  three  minutes  black  smoke  emission* 


9 


Schoolsc 

The  three  schools  in  the  district  are  maintained  in 
good  order  and  wash-basins  at  one  school  have  been  replaced,. 

Offensive  Trade, 

No  nuisance  has  occurred  from  the  only  fellmonger 
in  the  district 0  No  actual  f e llmongering  work  goes  on  at 

the  present  time* 

Housing* 


No  Council  houses  were  built  during  the  year  whilst 
two  private  houses  were  completed*  Several  owner/ 
occupiers  improved  their  houses  by  the  addition  of 
bathrooms  with  hot  and  cold  running  water*  Two  houses 
were  demolished  during  1953* 


TABLE  ill 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


1953  1952  1930 


Privy  : 

Middens 

28 

28 

55 

No. 

of 

closets  attached 

to  Middens 

26 

26 

55 

No, 

of 

Pail  Closets 

78 

79 

156 

No 

of 

dry  Ashpits 

4 

4 

9 

No 

of 

Ashbins 

1, 

,253 

1,251 

473 

No. 

of 

houses  on  .Water 

Carriage 

Sy 

stem 

950 

950 

444 

i 

During  the  year  there  were  no  conversions  to  fresh 
water  flush  closets* 


10 


0 


TABLE  IV o 


INSPECTIONS  1953 


Visits  or 


Inspections 0  Def ect s 0 

Remedied 

H  OU  S  1  ng  o  e  i,  ietctctecioe© 

231 

15 

12 

Factories  * «  *  «  '  e  «  c  t  * c  t 

23 

0 

0 

Pood  Premises.,,.,,,  . 

14 

0 

0 

Slaught  erhouses  *  • *  ,  e  ®  ©  *, « 

3 

0 

0 

Bakehou ses(  t  t  c  « « « c  %> » 

10 

0 

0 

Nuisance  8c  others  c  cse,fe 

379 

158 

141 

660 

173 

153 

tr-*rt= 

I  wish  to  place  on  r( 

3  C  0  I’d 

my  ; 

appreciat ion  for 

the  help 

of  Mre  John  Lc  Seago,  Clerk  of 

the 

Council,  and  the 

;  staff, 

for  the  ready  and  willing 

help 

on 

all  occasions* 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

'W.  OLDHAM, 

Sanitary  Ins  pec tor e 


-  11 


TABLE  V. 


LIST  OF  ACTS  AND  SECTIONS 
THEREOF  ADOPTED  BY  THE  WARDLE  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


1© "Public  Health- Acts . Amendment  Act  ,  1890  (Part  III) 

Adopted  15th  May,  1891, 

20  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889  c 
Adopted  6th  April,  1899© 

3©  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  II 
and  III  (exceoting  Sc48)  IV  and  Vc  Operative  from 
5th  October,  1911, 

4C  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  Operative  from  5th 
October,  1911© 

5©  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907e  Operative  from 
13th  October,  1914, 

6C  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Parts  II,  III  and  IV), 
Operative  from  31st  January,  1927© 

7,  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acte,  1899-1923,  Adopted  2nd. 
August,  1934. 

80  Local  Government  and  other  Officers  Superannuation 
Act,  1922c  Adopted  1st  April,  1938© 

90  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 

1951,  Sections  13  and  14 c  Adopted  20th  November,  19510 

10©  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14,  24th  November, 
19520 


OBSERVATIONS  AS  TO  THEIR  ADMINISTRATION •- 


GOOD. 


12 


» 


I 


* 


\ 


